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ROCKY MOUNT ENTREPRENEURIAL CONTEST TO 

TAKE PLACE NOVEMBER 16
TH

 

The Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private 

Enterprise has partnered with business leaders in 

Nash and Edgecombe Counties to support the 

development of SpringBoardNC, an entrepreneur 

resource hub fostering and supporting entrepreneurs 

in the I-95/Hwy 64 region of Eastern North Carolina.  

This hub has developed Innovation and Opportunity 

Circles to provide a robust support network for 

entrepreneurs and is hosting the area’s first Shark 

Tank event. Shark Tank by SpringBoardNC is a 

business idea competition that will highlight Rocky 

Mount entrepreneurs.  Entrepreneurs of all ages and 

experience level from the area are encouraged to 

participate.  Everyone is welcome to attend.   

Shark Tank by SpringboardNC is modeled on a 

popular television series that features aspiring 

entrepreneurs presenting their ideas to a panel of 

potential investors.  

Shark Tank is a collaboration of SpringBoardNC, the 

Kenan Institute, the Rocky Mount Chamber of 

Commerce, and NC Wesleyan College and is 

supported by Carolina’s Gateway Partnership and the 

North Eastern Entrepreneur Roundtable (NEER).  

Where: NC Wesleyan College Dunn Center for 

Performing Arts  

When: 6-9pm, Saturday, November 16
th 

This event will be open and free to the public. Please 

visit www.springboardnc.com 

 

The 2
nd

 annual Eastern North Carolina Entrepreneur 

Summit will take place October 29
th

 in Greenville, 

NC, drawing entrepreneurs from across the region 

and state.  

Where: Greenville Hilton in Greenville, NC  

When: 8:30am-3pm, Tuesday, October 29
th

 
 

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.nceast.org/2013esummit  

The opening speaker will be Phil Hodges, investor, 

cofounder, and president of Metrics, Inc., one of the 

Southeast’s premier pharmaceutical development 

laboratories with more than 200 employees. The 

keynote address will be delivered by Dave Berkus, 

managing partner of two private equity investment 

funds and chairman-emeritus of the Tech Coast 

Angels, one of the largest angel investing networks in 

the United States.  
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This daylong event will include concurrent panel 

sessions: Two funding panels for entrepreneurs (VC, 

Angels, Banks, Crowdfunding, SBIR’s), and panels 

on building the best team, social media, and risk 

management and liability for tourism entrepreneurs.  

East Carolina University, the Kenan Institute, 

Greenville Hilton, NC Eastern Region, Pitt County, 

McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff LLP, and 

many others are sponsoring the event. 

BERTIE COUNTY STRATEGIC 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Kenan Institute has partnered with Bertie County 

to create an economic development strategic plan. 

The Kenan Institute is working with county leaders 

and community members to assess the needs of the 

county.  Kenan Institute Economic Development 

Analyst and North Carolina Central University MBA 

student, Stephanie Smith, conducted phone calls, 

deployed surveys, and engaged in face-to-face 

conversations in the community over the summer.  

In order to garner local support for the project, the 

Kenan Institute implemented a three month campaign 

entitled “Where’s Bertie Going to be in 2020?” and 

hosted a series of events strategically placed 

throughout the county to assess the shared vision that 

the people of Bertie County have for their 

community.  Aside from meeting with the Chamber 

of Commerce, mayors, commissioners, and town 

officials, the Kenan Institute conducted three adult 

meetings and one youth meeting open to the public.   

The well-attended events were advertised throughout 

the community through press releases, flyers, radio 

interviews, and public service announcements.  

Additionally, the Kenan Institute reached out to local 

area churches, community outreach programs, 

schools, and town leaders.   

Stephanie Smith, along with UNC City and Regional 

Planning graduate student Eric Breit, are continuing 

to work on the project this fall. Collecting and 

analyzing demographic and business data; reviewing 

past projects and plans; and outlining the draft plan 

with county leaders and community members have 

begun.  We have also partnered with faculty in the 

School of Government and UNC Department of City 

and Regional Planning and plan to have a first draft 

completed by early spring. 

THE INSTITUTE WELCOMES LACHAUN BANKS AS 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 

LaChaun has been tapped to 

serve as Economic 

Development Coordinator and 

oversee the day-to-day 

operational activities of NC 

Strategic Economic Growth at 

the Kenan Institute.  She will 

assist in the development and 

implementation of strategies 

to help boost the economy of 

distressed counties in North 

Carolina.  

She will engage partner organizations across North 

Carolina, regional businesses, faculty, students and 

others as they work collectively to develop and 

execute initiatives to encourage entrepreneurial 

activity for economic development.  

LaChaun has nine years of experience in human 

resources, customer relations and business 

operations. She earned a BA in International Studies 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

with a concentration in global economics, trade, and 

development. As a Phillips Ambassador scholar at 

UNC, LaChaun studied in Hong Kong at the Chinese 

University where she gained knowledge on Asian 

business and management and Chinese government 



3 
 

and politics.  

In a previous role as a commercialization manager, 

LaChaun helped to create business plans for 

advanced technologies for a local aerospace 

company.  She is also certified by the National 

Industrial Security Program as a Facility Security 

Officer, and was responsible for obtaining personnel 

government security clearances as well as facility 

security clearances.  As executive assistant to the 

dean of Kenan-Flagler Business School, LaChaun 

interacted with high-level donors, C-Suite clients, 

students and faculty members of the business school, 

as well as coordinating the day-to-day functions of 

the dean. 

New Economic Development  

Analysts Join the Team 

The Kenan Institute welcomes a new group of first 

year graduate students who will serve as economic 

development analysts for projects designed to 

promote economic development and job creation in 

eastern North Carolina.  We also welcome back 

returning graduate students to take on new projects 

for the coming year.  

This year’s group consists mostly of UNC MBA 

students, but also includes several students from 

UNC’s Department of City and Regional Planning, 

NC Central’s MBA program, and students in dual 

degree programs with Duke University. The students 

bring a variety of skills and expertise. Their 

collective past experiences include management 

consulting, production engineering, corporate 

finance, TV production, and Teach for America in 

rural NC. 

FRANK HAWKINS KENAN INSTITUTE OF PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE PUSHES NEW MISSION 

Since Joe DeSimone was named the new director of 

The Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private 

Enterprise last year, the Institute has adopted an 

exciting new mission. Founded in 1985, the Kenan 

Institute promotes collaboration among business, 

government and academia and the use of research 

and private-sector resources to serve the public 

interest.  With a new mission to be a partner in 

innovative entrepreneurship, the Kenan Institute 

hopes to elevate North Carolina as a global leader in 

innovation and entrepreneurship. Several new 

objectives have been identified: to increase UNC 

entrepreneurship, expand multi-university research 

translation, and to leverage intellectual capital for NC 

economic development.  

In order to accomplish these objectives by 2016, the 

Kenan Institute will attract additional investment in 

UNC research and commercialization, support 

increased commercialization of UNC technology, 

connect and stimulate UNC entrepreneurial efforts, 

identify and champion strategic needs for 

entrepreneurship, support faculty to engage in multi-

university collaboration, support structural 

integration between universities, create opportunities 

for students to collaborate across universities, provide 

direct assistance to North Carolina entrepreneurs, 

develop technological solutions to pressing NC 

challenges and promote a civic and governmental 

entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

This new focus on technology 

and entrepreneurship comes 

from Joe DeSimone, a well-

known chemistry scholar and 

entrepreneur. DeSimone 

applies his research to design 

novel nanomedicines for 

cancer therapy, improve 

vaccines and drug delivery 

mechanisms and creates successful new commercial 

ventures based on his discoveries. He is author of 

nearly 300 publications, inventor on more than 130 

patents and has more than 100 patents pending. He 

has been elected to both the National Academy of 

Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering, 

the highest honors that a U.S. scientist or engineer 

can receive. 
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