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Trevor Normile
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — 
Surely, a large amount of 
methane is 
produced by 
all the live-
stock in Du-
plin County. 
But is it 
enough to 
harvest? 

A c c o r d -
ing to Caro-
lyn Fryberger 
of the Kenan 
I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
Center for 
N.C. Strate-
gic Economic 
Growth, it 
very well 
could be. 

Fryberger 
presented her findings to 
local government and busi-
ness owners last Wednes-
day at the Duplin County 

Airport near Kenansville. 
Her study investigated the 
feasibility of “biogas” pro-
duction in the county, using 

waste as the 
raw material.

In theory, 
it’s a relative-
ly simple pro-
cess. The ma-
terial, usually 
animal waste, 
is fed through 
a large ma-
chine called 
a “digester,” 
which sepa-
rates valu-
able meth-
ane gas from 
the waste. 
The waste, 
which is now 
less odor-

ous and caustic, is then 
sent back to farms to be

Waste digesters feasibility study 
presented by Kenan Institute

Waste overload to 
energy mother-lode

“In Duplin County 
specifically, 
there’s great 
potential here 
with all the 
hogs... If all 
that waste were 
sufficiently 
captured and 
transformed into 
biogas, it would 
power about 
10,000 homes a 
year ...” 
 —Carolyn Fryberger, 
Kenan Institute

Carolyn Fryberger of the Kenan Institute’s Center for 
N.C. Strategic Economic Growth presented the find-
ings of her study on waste digesters to business own-
ers, members of government and others last month 
at the Duplin County Airport in Kenansville. 
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ACA mandate could cause 
changes for JSCC temp workers
Jacqueline Hough
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — An 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
mandate could mean changes 
for some of James Sprunt 
Community College’s tem-
porary employees.

During an update at a re-
cent board meeting, Jimmy 
Tate, interim vice president 
of College Advancement, 
said the college will have to 
begin implementation of the 
new mandate this month and 
have a look back period in 
October.

Under ACA, employees 
who work 130 hours a month 

or more will have to be of-
fered health insurance by 
employers who employ 50 or 
more people.

The mandate will affect 
full and part-time workers.

“At James Sprunt, due to 
the size of our institution, it’s 
been more economical for us 
to hire people on temporary 
contracts,” he said. “Tradi-
tionally, we didn’t have to of-
fer benefits or insurance.”

College officials will con-
tinue to monitor this issue, 
Tate said.

Jacqueline Hough can be 
reached at jhough@ncweek-
lies.com or 910-296-0239.

Trevor Normile
Staff writer

RICHLANDS — 
The 49th annual Rich-
lands Farmer’s Day 
celebration, which 
seeks to celebrate the 

community’s farm-
ing history and raise 
money for agriculture-
related scholarships, is 
planned for Saturday. 

49th Farmer’s Day 
celebration is Saturday

Attendees 
from a past 
Richlands 
Farmer’s Day 
competed in 
a sack race 
held near the 
stage. This 
year’s event 
will feature a 
new attrac-
tion: a bar-
becue pork 
cook-off. Duplin Times photo/Trevor Normile

Construction to start in the next 30 days for Diesel Mechanics facility
Jacqueline Hough
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — With the bid 
approved and contracts signed, con-
struction by Group 3 Management 
should start in the next 
30 days for the James 
Sprunt Community 
College Diesel Me-
chanic facility.

Diesel School 
Mechanic Instructor 
Jonathan Merritt said 
officials anticipate con-
struction being completed in eight 
months, with classes to start in the 
fall of 2015.

“I believe once they get the equip-
ment out there and break ground, 
things will move fairly quickly,” he 
said.

The Diesel and Heavy Equipment 
Technology Program 
is designed to not only 
fill the gap for employ-
ers who cannot find 
qualified employees 
for available jobs but 
to also help upgrade 
the skill sets of the lo-
cal workforce.

Merritt was hired in May to help 
lead the program. This came after the 
unexpected death of diesel engine 

repair class instruc-
tor Roger Brock 
last spring, which 
left the position 
vacant and delayed 
the development of 
the new program’s 
curriculum. 

A native of 
Roanoke Rapids, 
Merritt was a fleet 
maintenance su-

pervisor at the Garysburg facility of 
G&P Trucking Company.

He is a graduate of the Nashville

Jonathan 
Merritt

Todd Wetherington
News Editor

RALEIGH — One of 
Duplin County’s local repre-
sentatives, 
J i m m y 
Dixon (R-
Dist.4) of 
Wa r s a w, 
announced 
last week 
that he 
would be 
seeking the 
p o s i t i o n 
of House 
majority leader, a role that 
would provide Dixon with 
greater influence in the state 

General Assembly. 
In a letter sent to caucus 

members last week announc-
ing his decision, Dixon re-

m a r k e d , 
“The Re-
pub l i can 
Leader is 
critically 
important 
b e c a u s e 
that per-
son, by 
our Plan 
of Orga-
nizat ion, 

presides over the Caucus and 
is our official spokesman.

“We need a disciplined 

Caucus focused on 
efficient use of our 
time. We need to 
consistently make 
decisions with 
input from all 
members of the 
Caucus.”

The majority 
leader is elect-
ed by members 
of the political 
party holding

Dixon to seek House 
leadership post

A Duplin County school bus was involved in an accident with a log truck last week as it 
attempted to make a left hand turn on N.C. 41 near the Duplin-Jones county line. One 
student and the bus driver were transported to the hospital with minor injuries.

Todd Wetherington
News Editor

POTTERS HILL — A 
Duplin County school bus 
was involved in an accident 
with a log truck just across 
the Jones County line as it 
was turning around during 
the early morning hours of 
Tuesday, Aug. 27.

According to information 
provided by Duplin County 
Schools (DCS) and the state 
Highway Patrol, both ve-
hicles were travelling east 
on N.C. 41 at approximately 

Bus, log 
truck 

involved in 
accident

Photo provided by Jones County Sheriff’s Office

At long last!

FANATIC 
FOOTBALL CONTEST

IS BACK! Play this week & win cash prize!  

See pages 
4C-5C.

’Dogs 
prevail

Wallace-Rose Hill 
roared in the second 

half Friday night to 
break James Kenan’s 

three-game win streak in 
the long-time Duplin 

County rivalry,
besting the 

Tigers 45-33. 
Coverage begins on 1C.

Two-term state representative wants 
House Majority Leader job 

The majority leader is 
elected by members of 
the political party holding 
the largest number of 
seats in the House and 
typically sets the floor 
agenda and oversees the 
committee chairmen.

N.C. House Dis-
trict 4 Representa-

tive Jimmy Dixon

“From the interest 
we have, we will 
have a full class 
from day one.”  
—Jonathan Merritt
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Duplin County Schools’ 
2014 Report to the Community 
updates the public on what’s 
happening in our school system.

IN TODAY’S EDITION: 

Crunch!
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Five GOOD 
reasons to have 

Nationwide insurance

Dennis
September 5, 1999

Fran
September 5, 1996

Kim Hatcher
Insurance Agency

1412 N. Norwood St.
Wallace

910.285.7948

9103 Richlands  Hwy.
Richlands

910.554.3025

604 E. Main St.
Beulaville

910.298.6040

3 Convenient locations Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company 
and Af�liated Companies.  
Home of�ce: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220.  
Nationwide, the Framemark and On Your 
Side are federally registered service marks 
of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.

Call us for a free insurance review
Make sure you’re covered

spread on the fields. 
According to Duplin Coun-

ty Economic Development Di-
rector James Wolfe, the Kenan 
Institute offered a third-party 
unbiased look at such an oper-
ation would affect the county. 
Last fall, NOVI Energy made 
a proposal to build a central-
ized electricity-producing 
plant in Duplin County.

The Union of Concerned 
Scientists has predicted that 
North Carolina will produce 
6.4 million metric tons of crop 
residue and manure in 2030, 
the tenth highest in the nation. 
Using a calculation from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Fryberger estimated 
that about 10,000 homes could 
be powered in a year with  
methane from the county’s 2.3 
million hogs alone.

“On the national stage, 
North Carolina’s definitely 
one of the players to attract this 
industry and use it as a signifi-
cant energy source,” she said. 

“In Duplin County spe-
cifically, there’s great potential 
here with all the hogs in the 
county. If all that waste were 
sufficiently captured and trans-
formed into biogas, it would 
power about 10,000 homes a 
year ...”

All of which means the  
county’s hapless swine could 
not only produce our bacon, 
but cook it as well. 

Dairy and food process-
ing companies have already 
starting using the digesters for 
methane production—Fry-
berger surveyed 15 sites alone. 
She also said that while turn-
ing hog sludge into electric-
ity might be a relatively new 
idea to Duplin County, it has 
been used in agricultural areas 
in Western Europe since the 
1980s. 

Unfortunately, hog waste 
isn’t a particularly good source 
of methane, said Fryberger, 
especially when it mixes with 
rainwater and breaks down in 
a hog lagoon.

“Because most of the 
farms in Duplin County use a 
flush system to collect waste 
... that’s a fairly diluted waste 
stream. With hog waste, that’s 
about two-to-three percent sol-
ids. For a digester of this kind, 
it needs around 10 percent sol-
id material. Waste collection 
down on the farm would mean 
it would need to be collected 
by a scraper system instead 
of a flush system,” or simply 
removed before it reached the 
lagoon, she explained. 

The facility proposed by 
NOVI, rated at three mega-
watts, which would expect 
about 50 tanker trucks of ma-
terial daily to run it. 

Through her research, 
which included letters written 
to local newspapers near di-
gester facilities, Fryberger said 
she found that the digesters 
didn’t produce a substantial 
amount of odor except on a 
small number of days annu-
ally, when the facilities needed 
to be cleaned or repaired. 

In most cases, she said, the 
process actually reduced ani-
mal odors by transporting the 
waste away from the farms 
and reducing it in the digester 
machines. The high heat in-
side the digester also “cleans” 
the waste by killing pathogens 
in it. 

“... trucks drive inside the 
facility, shut the door and un-
load the material. The only 
facilities where that was not 
the case were on farms far re-
moved from other residences,” 
she said. 

“[Most] facilities have air 
filtration so that all the air that’s 
in the facility is filtered before 
it leaves. That’s important both 
from the perspective of main-
taining external air quality but 
also internal air quality ... so 
that employees in that area are 
not exposed to high levels of 
off-gassing from the materi-
als, and also the building itself. 
Off-gassing can cause corro-
sion of the building itself.” 

Fryberger also discussed 
accident-prevention measures 
in place at many of the digester 
facilities. The measures ranged 
from earth berms to concrete 
structures and backflow-pre-
venting valves—all of which 
prevent very bad things from 
happening in the event a di-
gester is damaged.

She described a digester 
spill in Dane County, Wis-
consin that occurred when a 
pipe fitting damaged in the 
cold winter failed and released 
a “fairly large amount” of 
raw manure from the facil-

ity. Cleanup took a week, and 
could have been avoided with 
a backflow preventor. 

“I found that to be a very 
interesting case study because 
while this ... was certainly to 
be avoided and quickly ad-
dressed, it did not turn the 
community itself against the 
digester project as a whole,” 
she said. 

“The community saw it ... 
on the whole, this digester is 
removing waste materials that 
would otherwise be entering 
the waterways and some of the 
nutrient overload they were 
experiencing in their lakes, so 
while this spill was certainly a 
bad event ... they still saw the 
digester as a net benefit for the 
community.”

The endgame of the di-
gester concept is energy. After 
sunlight is converted to sugar 
by corn and the corn convert-
ed to Eau de Parfum: Duplin 
County by hogs, only a small 
amount of that original sun-
light energy is left in the food 
chain. But what’s still there 
might be worth extracting. 

Biogas seems like a handy 
product, but North Carolina’s 
renewable power incentives 
might prod digester owners 
into producing electricity in-
stead. The only problem, Fry-
berger said, is that some be-
lieve the incentives might not 
last much longer.

“That legislation is seen 
as having some uncertainty, 
so some stakeholders may be 
hesitant to sign onto long term 
agreements because they think 
there’s a possibility that legis-
lation might go away. That’s 
the framework that’s in place 
and I think it’s strong, but there 
are certain questions about 
whether it would continue for 
the long term,” she explained. 

“With electricity, another 
issue to consider is the cost of 
connection ... that’s been a key 
part of the site selection for the 
NOVI facility, finding a site 
where they can connect to the 
electrical lines they need at a 
cost that’s reasonable for the 
facility. 

In terms natural gas, con-
nection’s also an issue. The 
existing pipeline we have is 
only in certain places, and so 
finding a site that’s close and 
where gas doesn’t have to be 
transported too far, is key.”

Frances Parks, commis-
sioner for county district II, 
said she was in favor of a di-
gester project in the county, but 
said the community needed to 
be informed about the process 
and purpose of the digesters.

“I think our challenge, if 
we go this route, and I’m all 
in favor of going this route, is 
that we have to educate and 
make sure we do a fantastic 
job. We need to educate the 
public, so they can’t say [they] 
didn’t know this was going to 
happen,” she said. 

Responding to a question 
from Wallace Mayor Charley 
Farrior, Fryberger said that a 
possible outcome of a large 
facility going online in Duplin 
County is job creation.

“For these larger facilities, 
there’s an estimate of about 
20 to 24 jobs they create on a 
long-term basis and in terms 
of construction, around 85 to 
100 jobs, so temporary jobs,” 
she said. 

EDC Director Wolfe added 
later that NOVI is now con-
sidering “five or six medium 
sized” plants for the Warsaw, 
Rose Hill and Clinton areas.

When a company needs 
to maintain a digester around 
the clock, it makes a place’s 
waste overload into the energy 
mother-lode. 

But as Fryberger stated, 
hog waste is relatively low-
yield compared to oil or raw 
vegetative matter. So will our 
millions of hogs be enough to 
justify a digester?

“In terms of waste, Dane 
County [Wi.] certainly has a 
high volume of dairy farms 
there, I would say Duplin 
County is certainly on par with 
them in terms of the amount of 
waste,” she said.

“Really I think the issue 
then becomes, how big is 
that waste stream? Because 
if you’re using diesel fuel to 
truck waste around, well if 
you’re trucking around waste 
that comes from a lagoon, 
what you’re really [transport-
ing] is water ... Here, it be-
comes a question of—we have 
the density of farms, we have 
the density of waste—so let’s 
tighten that radius of transpor-
tation.”

Trevor Normile can be 
reached at 910-296-0239.

Continued from page 1A
Trevor Normile
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — One of the 
county’s most distinguished careers 
will end in February with the retire-
ment of County Planner Randall Tyn-
dall. 

Tyndall confirmed last week that 
he’s begun the process to retire from 
his work with the 
county.

The Beulaville 
area native spent 
about 28 years 
with the Army Na-
tional Guard, much 
of that time in the 
field of logistics. 
He received four 
Meritorious Ser-
vice Medals and 
was selected as Soldier of the Year in 
1989 for the state and 1990 for the 
region, among other awards.

Tyndall also spent time working 
at a children’s home in Crossnore, 
N.C. before being hired by Duplin 
County as a community develop-

ment planner in 2000.
As part of his job there,  Tyndall 

managed funds from the Hurricane 
Floyd Recovery Program, the pur-
pose of which was to help alleviate 
hardships caused the hurricane in 
1999. 

In 2007, Tyndall received the N.C. 
State Government State Coordina-
tor’s Award for floodplain manage-
ment and community service. 

Today, his job also includes or-
dinance enforcement for the county, 
among other duties. 

Tyndall said he believes the way 
he does his job is just as important as 
what he does.

“I will quote [former commission-
er] Zettie Williams, who said I was 
a good people-person,” he said with 
a laugh.

“To be quite frank, working with 
the public is challenging. When I was 
working with a children’s home, I 
learned that if a person in the present 
situation is not presenting the desired 
reaction, instead of saying ‘my way or 
the highway,’ I’d give them choices.

“When I first worked with the 
county, [County Manager] Mike 
Aldridge said ‘Randall, people al-
ways go into your office and come 
out with a smile on their face.’ I said, 
‘Mike, fortunately I can tell most 
people exactly what they want to 
hear. But one day somebody will not 
qualify for what they want, and they 
will complain to you.’ It took two 
weeks, and Mike came in and said, 
‘it happened!’”

Tyndall, soon to be 61 years old, 
said he just hopes he’s made a dif-
ference in the county. Retirement for 
him comes early due to his service 
with the military, non-profits and lo-
cal government. 

He said he plans to travel with his 
wife, Michele, visit family, pursue his 
interests with music, golf and more. 

Tyndall said retirement will also 
give he and his wife a chance to spend 
more time doing mission work with 
the North Carolina Baptist Men. 

Trevor Normile can be reached at 
tnormile@ncweeklies.com or 910-
296-0239.

Tyndall to retire from county planning position

Randall 
Tyndall

Waste overload


